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PoLITIcAL LECTURE, &c. 


BRET HREN, 


ä 0 many Attempts have with- 
in theſe few Months been 
made to induce your Con- 
currence with an inve- 
Sem nomed and traiterous Fac- 
tion, who are at preſent endeavouring 
to overturn the Privileges of Engliſh- 
men, the Miniſtry in being, and the pre- 
ſent Royal Family on the Throne; that 
it becomes every honeſt Member of the 
Britiſh State to do his utmoſt to detect 
them, either by informing others or in- 
quiring himſelf. You have not only bad 
. Craftſmen ſcattered throughout Britain, 
NE „% which 


(2) 


which openly inſiſted on Breaches made 
in the Act of Settlement, declared in 
them to be the Fundamental Conſtitu- 
tion of theſe Kingdoms and the Meaſure 
of the Subjects Obedience; who are con- 
ſequently, according to his Doctrine, at 
this juncture looſed from their Allegi- 
' ance: But you have had alſo many ſu— 
pernumerary Inſtructions, Informations, 
and Manifeſto's induſtriouſly ſpread a- 
mong You tor the fame bleſſed Purpoſe, 
vi. to perſuade You to force a new Mi- 
niſtry on your Soveraign, who, if they 
act, as they have hitherto ated, will be 
ſure to betray Him, and to tyrannize 
over You. 


Theſe daring and impudent Attempts 
have drawn from the Pens of thoſe who 
deſire to do ſervice to the Government, 
and therein to the People of Britain, 
many Anſwers ; which have, I doubt not, 
had very good Effects, and prevented 
thoſe Stirs and Diforders which the Male- 
contents have fo long laboured to ex- 
cite. But, as their perſiſting in the ſame fla- 
gitious Practices renders it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Friends of the Adminiſ- 
tration, or of their Country ( for they 
are ſynonymous Terms) to | 

i | their 


(3) 
their Labours in the ſame Way: So I have 
thought it my Duty to addreſs you on 


the ſcore of a Pamphlet vehemently ex- | 


tolled by the Party, for no other Reaſons 
that I can diſcover, but becauſe ! tis full 
fraught with Blaſphemy and Treaſon. 


This Pamphlet bears the Title of The 
Free-holders Polnical Catechiſm ; and, 
that it might the better correſpond with 
this Title, we have a jumbled obſcure 
Account of the Conſtitution, drawing 
up a Reſemblance in Phraſe to the Apoſ- 
tles Creed, and a moſt ingenious and de- 
vout Parallel drawn therein between the 
three Eſtates of this Realm and the Holy 
Trinity. The reputed Author of this 
celebrated Piece is a learned Phyſician, re- 
markable for having made many At- 
tempts to reach Wit without having ever 
ſucceeded to ſay the Truth: The preſent 
Performance looks like a Piece of Re- 
venge in the way of his Profeſſion; for, 
as few, even of his own Party, care to 
truſt him with their Bodies; ſo the Doc- 
tor, to be even with them, has done all 
in his Power to poiſon their Minds and 

the Minds of the whole Nation. 


I do not intend to run through the 
whole of this Political Catechiſm ; be- 
Te . cauſe 


(+) 

cauſe the Refutation of the Errors, the 
pointing out the Abſurdities, and the diſ- 
playiag thoſe traiterous Poſitions which 
are 1n.luded therein, would take too 

much time, and perhaps perplex you too 
much: However, I promiſe, if called up- 
on, to ſupport all T have ſaid; and in the 
mean time, to furniſh an Antidote for pre- 
venting the molt dangerous Conſequen- 
ces of the Doctor's venomous Infuſion, 
J ſhall divide the Remainder of this. Diſ- 
courſe into three Parts. 


Firſt, I ſhall conſider the Meaning of 
the Word LIS EKT, and what is truly 
underſtood by it under Regular Govern- 
ments however Inſtituted or Conducted. 


Secondly, 1 ſhall explain the Nature of 
our ConsriTUTioN, and the Obedience 
which is thereby due to the preſent Go- 
vernment. © 


Thirdly, I ſhall examine the preſent 
Outcries about Cox xu Trio, and endea- 
vour to ſhew their true Source and their 
proper Remedy. 


Firſt then, The Author of the Cate- 
chiſm has confounded his Readers, in reſ- 
pect to Liberty; for he has induſtriouſſy 
3 . confuſed 


| | 
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confuſed that wild untutor'd Condition, 


| jn which a Man would find himſelf, if 


his Parents ſhould afford him Nutriment 
only and not Education, with that Free- 


dom which remains to each Individual 


after ſubmitting to Government ard be- 
coming a Member of Society. Now, 


whether this natural Liberty be a Bleſſing, 


or no, let any civilized Perſon judge. 


Would any Engizhmin have changed his 
Condition with Peter the wild Boy ? 
What Satisfaction can a reaſonable Man 
imagine there is in running thro' Woods, 
munching Roots, and ſleeping in Caves ? 


yet we know that thoſe who are in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of this mighty Jewel reap from it 
no other Benefits than theſe. Natural 
Liberty then has no vaſt Advantage. 


Had this wiſe and learned Perſon con- 
ſidered what is to be met with in Scrip- 


ture on this Head, I fancy he would have 
omitted all mention of natural Liberty 


in his Syſtem of Theological Politics; 


for he would have known, that the in- 
ſpired Writers ſpeak of it only as the 


Corruption of human Nature, as an im- 
petuous Deſire after Evil, and asa Thing, 
which all Laws, whether Human or Di- 


vine, are calculated to curb. The Apoſ- 


tle Peter, in his ſecond general Epiſtle, 
| men: 
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mentions among other Heretics, i. e. Men 
holding falſe Doctrines dangerous to Sal- 
vation, ſome, who, like our Author, had 
propagated new and unchriſtian Notions 
on this Head; but then hear what that 
great Apoſtle ſays of them: While they 
promiſe them Liberty, they are themſelves 
#he Servants of Corruption. 


Yet thus far we agree with the Cate: 


chiſt, that there is a Degree of Liberty 1 


deſirable above all things; and this Liber- 
ty we ſhall next endeavour to define. 
It is the Power of doing any thing we 
think fit, which 1s neither hurtful ro our 
felves or to others. I can by no means 
approve of running into Philoſophical 
Enquiries in Diſcourſes of this Nature; 
and therefore, without multiplyiag Words, 
or having recourſe to the Principles, of 
the Hobbits, I ſhall go on to delineate 
the Ends for which this kind of Liberty 
is defired; the Motives on which ſome 
have attempted to deſtroy it; and finally, 
the Methods by which it has been and 
ſtill is maintained and kept up amongſt 
us in the plaineft Terms poſſible. 


Society is ſupported by Rewards and 


Puniſhments ; the firſt inclines us to do, | 


and the other deters us from doing : Now 
PRE TIES | + hs the 
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the Rule by which theſe ought to be ſet- 
led, is the Public Good. If therefore the 
Laws in any State be conformable to this 


Standard, then thoſe who live under 


them enjoy Liberty and are free; that 


is, they are not hindred from doing any 


thing which may be advantageous to 


themſelves. But Tyranny aboliſhes, 


wherever it is ſet up, all Regard to Pub- 
lic Good, and, in the room thereof, ſub- 
ſtitutes the Support of it ſelf; and conſe- 
quently, the Laws of Tyrants infringe 
Liberty, that is, they hinder Men from 


doing what may be beneficial to them- 


ſelves and to their Country, in order to 
preſerve that private ſubſtituted Intereſt 


of thoſe Who Tyrannize. But it has been 


the * of our Fore- fathers, that 
they had a true Taſte of Liberty, and 


that by degrees they procured it by re- 
ducing the Laws as near as poſſible to the 


proper Rule, which in early Ages had 
very different Tendencies, and laid the 


Body of the People under unequitable 


Reſtraints, or, in other Words, treſpaſ- 
ſed on their Freedom. All rational Crea- 


tures therefore will deſire this kind of Li- 


berty. When Men ſo far deviate from Rea- 
ſon, as to prefer their private Good, that is, 


the Gratification of preſent Paſſions to the 
Weal Public; then they will attempt to 


deſtroy 


(S) 
deſtroy Liberty, which in Britain has been, 
and is ſtill, prevented by lodging the Le- 
giſlative Power, whereby Liberty only 
can be injured, fo, as that the People have 


a Share therein; that is, thoſe, who are 


concerned in keeping Liberty, are the on- 
ly Perſons who can deſtroy it. From 
whence, I think, we may fairly infer, 
that the Britiſh Liberty is and will be 
ſafe, ſo long as a Share of the Legiſlature 
is held by the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple. Secondly, I am to ſpeak of the Na- 
ture of our ConsTITUTioON, Which of 
late Years has been ſo often canvaſſed, 
that, to avoid, as far as I may, ſaying 
What has been already (aid, I will content 
my ſelf with obſerving, that the great Ex- 
cellence thereof is this: We enjoy from 
it the Advantages of Monarchical, Ariſto- 
cratical and Democratical Government, 
at the ſame time that we avoid thoſe 
Evils to which each of them 1s liable, 
and this by the wiſe Contrivance of that 
Ballance which by our CoxsT1TuTIoN 
is ſetled amongſt them. Now thoſe Evils, 
to which the two laſt mentioned Forms 
of Government are moſt expoſed, and 
have generally ſubverted them, are the 
Enmity of the Governed towards thoſe 
who Govern, and the Dread the latter 
are under of being ſupplanted by the for- 
. mer: 
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mer: Or in other Words; The Nobles 
in Ariſtocracies aim at krveping the Peo— 
ple unreaſonably under, and the People 
in Democracies continually hate and mal- 
treat the Nohility; and both from 
the ſame Principle. But in our Govern- 
ment, neither the Nobility nor the Peo- 


ple have the Power of nominating the 


Miniſtry, z. e. thole who have the Exe- 
cutive Power in their Hands; but that 
is lodged ſolely in the Prince, who may 


delegate his Authority to whom he plea- 


ſes; and if they fail in their Duty, they 
are puniſhable by the Laws, which are 


the Rules by which they ought to guide 
_ themſelves: And 1 am firmly perſwaded, 
that nothing has contributed ſo much to 


maintaining our Liberties, as this Power 
of the King in making choice of his Mi- 
niſters ; in as much as that Emulation and 
Strite, which, as we have obſerved, ſub- 
ſiſt among the People under other Go- 


vernments, are blunted thereby; and fo 
the Body of the Nation is left without 


Jealouſies or Prejudices againſt this or 
that Order of Men, and have nothing 
to do but to obſerve whither thoſe in the 
Adminiſtration perform their Offices in a 
manner agreeable to Law. 


8 i But 
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But. ſhould the Schemes of the preſent 
Malecontents ſucceed, they will thereby 
overturn all theſe Advantages, and that 
for ever: The Miniſtry will no longer 
be cholen by the King, but the prevail- 
ing Faction will give Law to Him, and 
their Heads will become his Miniſters; 
or they will preſcribe to ſuch as they 
permit Him to make uſe of. It was a 
dangerous and traiterous Poſition main- 
tained by the Creatures of the late King 
James, That the Laws were the King's 
Laws, 1. e. to be moulded, conſtrued, or 
 ſulpended as he thought proper. And 
the modern Doctrine, of the Miniſters 
| being the Miniſters or the Servants of 
the People, i. e. to be accountable to, 
and removeable at their Pleafure, 1s as dan- 
gerous an Allertion, and as deſtructive 
of our Conſtitution ; for it has a directed 
'Tendeney to keep the Nation everlaſting- 
ly divided and to render the Kingly Of- 
tice weak and inlignihcant. 


It is indeed amazing, that the People, 
during the Stirs kept up for the ſeven 
Years laſt paſt, ſhould not have diſcover- 
ed this; nay, that they ſhould not have 
| ſeen farther, and have been convinced 
that thoſe who are out of Power, 
and conſequently "ye — 

| _ rem 


1 
them their Tools at preſent, in order to 
accompliſh ſuch a Change as may lerve 
their Purpoſe ; and that, if once that were 
effected, they in a ſhort Space would 


fall into the Hands of new Malecontenrs, 


who by fair Words and foul would draw 


them into the ſame Removing Project, 
by making them believe it their Intereſt 


to turn thoſe out they had with ſo great 


Pains put in: So that Faction and Diſ- 


cord muſt be perpetuated, or at leaſt ſub- 
ſiſt till the Frame of our Government 


be ſhaken to Pieces. How much more 


reaſonable would it be for the Nation to 
remain quiet and united, ready to cruſh 
any offending Miniſter, but without af- 


ſuming a Power which it is their greateſt 
Bleſſing they want, and which they ne- 

ver can aſſume without deſtroying our 

preſent excellent CoNsTITuTIO. 


We are now arrived at our laſt Head, 


vi. the Danger of Corruption, its 
Cauſe and Cure. And here I cannot help 
wondring at the Impudeiice of a Faction 


railing at an Implement ever in their 
Hands. Do the Malecontents ever ſtick 
at any CorxvueTiox, great or ſmall, to 


carry a Point? Was it not Corruption 
with a ſmall Daſh of Perjury that procu- 
red Mr, #—, within theſe few Moarhs, 


9 Leave 
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Leave to travel to Hriſtol on the Buſineſs 
of the Craftſmen ? Was the late Enter— 
tainment in the Borough, by one who is 
to be a Candidate on the Country Inte- 
reſt, no Inſtance of Corruption? Or 
were the Diſhes as infamous as the red 
Portage, tor which Eſau fold his Birth- 
righe? What Prodigks in Aflurance are 
our modern Patriots ! Continually intri- 
gulng, prowiſag and caballing, to attain 
Power, 24 at the fame time railing 
with a loud Voi at the Intrigues, Pro- 
miſes and Cabass of Men 11 Power: 
Marvelling at the ſtupendious Wicked- 
neſs of thoſe, who, by croſſirg their 

Schemes, prevent their being ſupplanted; 

and ſurprized at the Remove of N. init. 
ters, who had been plotting to remove 
other Miaiſtcrs, ot only without their 
Soveraigu's Conſent or Know ledge, but 
againſt his expreis Commands. Are not 
theſe moſt eminently virruous Perſons ? 
Aid ought we not to have a very bad 
Opiuion of thoſe, who are fo uujuſt as 
nor to yicld them up their Places? 


As the Source of Corruption the Cha- 
ter hilt names Luxury, and in this I think 
is more in the righ: th2n ja moſt other 
things he aſſerts; but how 1s the Mini- 
try or the Court chargeable with che in- 

troducing, 
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troducing, countenancing or ſupporting 


it? I will venture to affirm, that Oeco- 
nomy and decent Splendor was never ſo 
well obſerved in any Engliſh Court, as 


they are in the preſent; never were the 
Affairs of the Houſhold ſo exactly regu- 
lated, and Money ſo eaſily and ſo duly 
paid, as it now is: Why then is the Court 


upbraided with Luxury ? which, it is evi- 
| deat, reigns every where but there. Will 
i the boldeſt of the modern Libellers take 


upon him to ſay, that thoſe, who ſer up 


for the Heads ot the Malecontents, are 


Perſons who pay better, or live more 


within Bounds, than thoſe who are in 
Power do ? I am ſure they cannot : Why 


then muſt the Adminiſtration be tradu- 
ced for the Follies of the People? 


But might not Luxury be reſtrained 


by wholeſome Laws? Undoubtedly it 


might.. 'The difficulty is to obtain thoſe 
Laws. The Malecontents will never 
propoſe them, for fear of leflening their In- 
tereſt ; ſince where Luxury is univerſal, to 
be the Enemy of Luxury, or toendeavour 


to ſtop its Career, is to draw upon ye the 


Hatred of the People. Thoſe, who are 


Friends to Men in Power, are diſcoura- 


Fe p< from this very Conſideration, and 
trom the Kgowledge they have of that 


Facility 


( 14) 


Facility, with which their Enemies might, 


in ſuch a Caſe, inflame the Minds of the 
Populace. The late Exciſe-Bill (as they 
call it) is the cleareſt Proof of this. 


For nothing more was defired thereby, 
than to have Duties, already impoſed, 


duly collected; and this on two Com- 
modities, which no Man can deny to be 
luxurious in their Nature, and very lit- 


tle neceſſary to the Inhabitants of this 


Country. And yet what a Flame did 


this produce! Men clamoured with 


greater Vehemence againſt an. Expedient 


_ contrived to prevent their being cheated, 


than they would have done againſt the 
moſt flagrant Actempt to impoveriſh and 
oppreſs them; had it been contrived by 


Mea in their Favour. The beſt Schemes 
have been formed, and the moſt bene fi- 
cial Deſigns executed, by what the Male- 


contents ſtile the Party of the Court. 
Have not they for many. Years preſerved 


to us Peace, when the oppoſing Faction 


would have run us into a War with 


any body, it by that Means they could | 
| have removed the Miniſtry ? Have not the | 
fame Party done the moſt eminent Ser- 

vice in the laſt Seſſion to the Britiſh Co- 


lonies in the Weſt Indies ? Have they 


not complied with, and promoted, all the 1 
Projects that have been formed to render | 
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themſelves. Tis a known Rule, 
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Rivers navigable, Wc? and have they not 
brought them to bear, even againſt the 
ſtrenuous Oppoſition of ſuch as value 
themſelves— with what Reaſon let the 
World judge — on the Title of the 
Coux TRY PARTY? bo | 


Would theſe age and virtuous Perſons 
put a Stop to this Torrent of Luxury and 
Corruption, let them ceaſe to live luxu- 
riouſly and to corrupt their yg”? ing 
Exam- 

Pie does more than Precept Let them ha- 
rangue, exhort and inſtruct Freeholders and 
Burgeſſes, inſtead of treating them, and 
we may ſuppoſe they mean as they ſpeak : 


But while they act in the manner they do; 
| white they are guilty of all they condemn; 
| while they covet that Power they malign, 


and promiſe great things to their Depen- 
dants, when great Things are theirs to 
give; no Man in his Senſes but muſt ſee, 
deſpiſe and deteſt their Hypocriſy. 


Thus, my Friends and Fellow-Subje&s, 
| you ſee, that all that Liberty, which a 
juſt and honeſt Man would deſire, is as 
wy in your Power to enjoy as you can 
wiſh; That the preſent Government has 


as much Right to your Obedience and 
| good Wiſhes, as any Government _ 
bly 
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can have; That Luxury and Corruption ⁵⁶ 
are unjuſtly charged on the Adminiſtrati- 
on; and I hope the latter is by the Facti- 
on as unjaſtly imputed to you; and there- 
fore, I will conclude this Diſcourſe wien 
the Advice of the wiſeſt of Men, ſpeak. 
ing by the Spirit of God, If thou haf 
done fooliſhly in bifting up thy ſelf, or if i 
thou h. thought Evil, lay thy Hand up. | 
on thy Mouth: Fear God, Honour the i 
King, have nothing to do with them that 
are ſubject to Change, for their Deſirut- 
tion cometh ſuddenly. | _— 
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